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KRISHNA - as Bala Gopala Krishna - the boy cowherd with his flute

Krishna, one of the avatars or incarnations of Lord Vishnu, is believed to have
vanquished the demon Narakasura, the evil king of Pragjyotishapura, near
present-day Assam, and released 16000 girls held captive by the king. The victory,
signifying the triumph of good over evil, is celebrated on Diwali in some parts of
the country.

"Bala Krishna" literally means "child Krishna". The literal meaning of "Gopala"
being "cow protector" is the infant/child form of Lord Krishna, the Cowherd Boy
who enchanted people and animals with the divine sound of his flute. This is
historically one of the earliest forms and a key element of worship in Krishnaism. 

At the very beginning of his life on earth, Krishna left the city of Mathura in
order to live in the forest with the cowherds. Krishna is God living in
simplicity in the forest. When Krishna played his flute to call the cows, the
river stopped flowing, her waters stunned with ecstasy. Instead of swimming
or flying, the cranes, swans, ducks and other birds closed their eyes and
entered a trance. The cows and deer stopped chewing, their ears raised.
They became motionless like painted animals.

- Srimad Bhagavatam 10. 35

As explained by Krishna devotees - ‘All creatures are born by force of karma. By
force of karma alone they die. By force of karma they experience pleasure and
pain. The law of karma is that by our practical actions we create our future, good
or bad. It is therefore more important to care for the earth and all living beings
than worship God.'

See also in this exhibit Krishna as Govardhan Giridhaari for additional descriptions.
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