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Saraswati

Saraswati, stems from the Sanskrit root saras, or "that which is fluid." Saraswati is
the Hindu goddess of knowledge, music, art, wisdom, and nature, representing
the free flow of wisdom and consciousness. She is the Mother of the Vedas (the
most ancient Hindu scriptures). Chants directed to her, called the Saraswati
Vandana often begin and end Vedic lessons.

Goddess Saraswati is the daughter of Lord Shiva and Goddess Durga. Saraswati
endows human beings with the powers of speech, wisdom, and learning. Unlike
other goddesses, Saraswati chooses not to bear children. She represents
singularity and independence. She is known as a patron of the arts and sciences,
and for her intellectual rigor through poetry, literature, and music. Saraswati is
known as the inventor of Sanskrit (considered one of the oldest human languages,
originating in the Indian subcontinent during the 2nd millennium BCE).

Saraswati has four hands representing four aspects of human personality in
learning: mind, intellect, alertness, and ego. In visual representations, she has
sacred scriptures in one hand and a lotus, the symbol of true knowledge, in the
opposite hand. With her other two hands, Saraswati plays the music of love and
life on a string instrument called the veena. She is dressed in white, the symbol of
purity, and rides on a white swan, symbolizing Sattwa Guna (purity and
discrimination). Saraswati is also a prominent figure in Buddhist iconography as
the consort of Manjushri.

Saraswati's birthday, Vasant Panchami, is a Hindu festival celebrated every year on
the fifth day of the lunar month of Magha, which usually falls during late January
or early February. Hindus celebrate with great enthusiasm in temples, homes and
educational institutes alike. On this day, many preschool children are given their
first lesson in reading and writing, and most Hindu educational institutions
conduct special prayers for Saraswati.
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